Spring 2021

Volume XVI, Issue 1

Protecting our Land of Enchantment, One Vote at a Time

NO DAM DIVERSION
ON THE GILA
SPRING 2021

page
1 10

WWW.CVNM.ORG

STAFF
Demis Foster
Executive Director
Roberto Aponte
Deputy Director of Operations
Molly Taylor
Deputy Director of Programs
Ben Shelton
Political & Policy Director

OUR VISION

Michael Jensen
Communications Director

is for New Mexicans to thrive in just, resilient
communities where our conservation and
cultural values guide our decision-makers and
public policies.

Liz Lee
Director of Philanthropy
Greg Peters
Public Lands & Wildlife Advocate
Samantha Kao
Climate & Energy Advocate
Antonio Maestas
Manager of Equity and
Organizational Effectiveness

CVNM is connecting the people of New Mexico to
their political power to protect our air, land and
water for a healthy Land of Enchantment. We
do this by mobilizing voters, winning elections,
holding elected officials accountable and
advancing responsible public policies.

Carly Jones
Outreach and Membership
Engagement Associate

BOARD

Visit www.CVNM.org for more information.

CVNM BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Theresa Pasqual | President
Mary Laraia | Vice President
David Cantor | Treasurer
Larry McDaniel | Secretary
Chris Ford | Director

CVNM Education Fund engages the people of
New Mexico in our long-standing shared values
of protecting our air, land, water and the health
of our communities. CVNM Education Fund does
this by mobilizing people to advocate on policy,
enhancing the voting process, encouraging
people to vote, cultivating conservation leaders
and amplifying the voices of those most affected.

Noah Long | Director
Gary Oakley | Director
Oriana Sandoval | Director

CVNM EDUCATION FUND
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Chris Ford | President
Oriana Sandoval | Vice President
Charles de Saillan | Treasurer
Larry McDaniel | Secretary

Visit www.CVNMEF.org for more information.

Mary Laraia | Director
Tannis Fox | Director
On the Cover - Because of HB 200, all the remaining funds that
had been devoted to a diversion on the Gila have been removed
from that process and agency and transferred to other projects.

Theresa Pasqual | Director

CVNM ADVISORY COUNCIL

Photo by Jay Hemphill

WWW.CVNM.ORG

Jon Goldstein		
Gary Goodman
Kent Salazar
2

James Gollin
Sally Rodgers
SPRING 2021

FROM THE DIRECTOR
On the heels of an unprecedented 60-day virtual legislative session, Governor

Michelle Lujan Grisham signed every single CVNM-recommended “support”
bill that made it to her desk. Though we suffered some disappointments this
session (including the defeat of HB9, the comprehensive climate reduction
bill) we were thankful that the Governor signed 11 new pro-environment bills

into law—some that CVNM, our allies, and communities have been working
to pass for decades. We are celebrating that community solar will now be

accessible to all New Mexicans; more than $80 million dollars earmarked for
the Gila River Diversion will be moved into local water projects; barbaric

traps, snares, and poisons will no longer be allowed on public lands; and the

state of New Mexico can now set more stringent air quality and hazardous

waste regulations than the federal government. We also give kudos to our

Demis Foster

allies in the Power 4 New Mexico coalition who, with community voices,
moved a sustainable workforce and just transition bill over the finish line.

In addition to passing key legislation that we will continue to build on in the future, another notable highlight of

the session was the performance by a unique group of newly elected freshman legislators. They not only arrived
on day one prepared and ready to work hard with our seasoned pro-environment allies and champions, but they
were also fearless in pushing for immediate action on the climate crisis, diversifying our state’s economy, and

holding the voices of our diverse communities at the center of the legislature—continued validation that civic
engagement and our elections matter!

While we celebrate the wins of the session, we are also celebrating the bold action on climate, economic

recovery, and racial justice from President Biden, and the historic confirmation of our climate and justice
champion Secretary Deb Haaland to lead the Department of Interior. We are currently engaged with our partners
across the country to rally statewide support for President Biden’s executive order on climate, accountability of
the oil and gas industry, and commitment to protecting 30% of our land and waters by 2030.

As we celebrate 51 years of an official “Earth Day” in New Mexico, I acknowledge the work of all New Mexicans

who have stood up and fought for our air, land, water, wildlife, and resilient and diverse communities—because
our state and our earth are worth fighting for.

Thanks for your support, and thanks for being a Conservation Voter.

Demis
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ON BEING NAMED
PRESIDENT OF THE CVNM BOARD

THERESA PASQUAL
Guwaadzi (Greetings!)
Members and Friends,

Energy Transition Act, ensuring equitable access to
renewable energy for all, and addressing/reducing
climate-causing pollutants like methane from the oil and
gas industry, carbon from the transportation industry,
and others.

I’m both humbled and
overjoyed to be writing
to you today as the
recently elected Board
President of Conservation Voters New Mexico. It is the
right time, the right moment, for our Board to welcome
this change and I am honored to step into this role.

PUBLIC LANDS & WILDLIFE
• Protecting at least 30% of New Mexico’s public lands,
water and wildlife by 2030 for future generations from
the impacts of climate change and extractive industry.

LAND RESTORATION AND WATER
• Protections for communities from the impacts of mining,
including legacy uranium pollution.
• Long-term policy development and reform that
protects New Mexico’s watersheds and ecosystems, and
addresses the impacts of climate change.

I feel as though my own journey to this moment has
come full circle in many ways. It doesn’t seem so long ago
that my work for my home community of Acoma Pueblo
led me to organizing a multi-tribal effort to protect
Kaweshtima (Mt. Taylor) from development by uranium
mining companies via a state designation as a Traditional
Cultural Property. The work by numerous Pueblos and
Tribes post-designation included legislative efforts to
uphold many of the statutes meant to protect cultural and
natural resources, then, as now, targeted by industry as a
threat to doing business in New Mexico. It was during that
time, in what seemed like endless committee hearings,
that CVNM reached out to me as an ally and resource.
I’ve learned much from CVNM about how legislation is
written, introduced, heard, and ultimately passed or not.
I came to understand that connecting people, their ideas
and voice to process was real power and that in turn
could result in change. This is what powerful movements
do. I continue to engage with our tribal voters both new
and returning, about the power of every vote and why it’s
important for each of us to practice our civic duty. This is
why Conservation Voters New Mexico matters to me.

Additionally, I’m proud that CVNM’s long-term vision
includes centering our policy, civic engagement, and
advocacy work both on and in partnership with the
communities most impacted, especially rural and/or
communities of color. We work toward electing decisionmakers who reflect the values of their communities and
will fight for climate and environmental justice. We protect
our Democracy by connecting New Mexicans with their
political power, voting, and the decision-making process,
including addressing systemic barriers and obstacles to
participation. Lastly, we leverage New Mexico’s leadership
and voice to influence bold, visionary action that centers
equity at the federal level.
Clearly, we have shown what we can do together, but
also we are reminded that there is much work left to do!
So I ask you to join me, to recommit yourselves to doing
both the heart and hard work of protecting the resources
that make New Mexico home. Join us by becoming a
member or making a contribution to our work. It is time
to re-energize the movement with bold ideas and strong
voices, paired with the values that have guided us through
countless generations, so that these places that matter,
the resources gifted to us to steward, are still here for the
generations that come after us.

If COVID-19 has any good, it is that this past year has
clearly shown us how much we rely on clean air and water,
our continued need to protect public lands, and our need
to address climate change. CVNM continues to work on
these issues through the following:
OIL AND GAS
• Ensuring a long-term, just transition to a more stable
and diverse economy that reflects our state’s cultural,
conservation, and community values.
RENEWABLE ENERGY & CLIMATE
• Deepening New Mexico’s commitment to combating
climate change through bold implementation of the
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I’m looking forward to this journey with you.
With gratitude,

4

SPRING 2021

Your Support and
Your Voice Matter
CONNECT WITH CVNM &
CVNM EDUCATION FUND

Liz Lee, Director of Philanthropy

Your voice really does make a difference! You’ve seen
it in the elections outcomes, and now you’ve seen it
in the legislative session outcomes. As we elect more
progressive and responsive legislators - as happened in
2018 and 2020 - the legislature responds with bigger
and bolder legislation and an urgency that now is the
time for equitable action on climate.

Want to learn more about how CVNM & CVNM
Education Fund are protecting the Land of
Enchantment, one vote at a time?

Join our email list on our websites at
www.CVNM.org and www.CVNMEF.org.

Thank you for speaking up with your financial
support, your letters to the editor, and your emails
and phone calls to legislators. We are so much
stronger when we work together to champion our
conservation values.

Become a member or renew your membership
by donating to CVNM or CVNM Education Fund!
Find a donation form on the back page
of this newsletter.
CVNM Headquarters
505.992.VOTE (8683)
121 Sandoval Street, Suite 200
Santa Fe, NM 87501

Now that the 2021 legislative session has wrapped
up, the administration and state agencies will move
forward on some major initiatives. One is the New
Mexico Environment Department’s ozone precursor
rule, companion to the recently approved methane
rule from the Oil Conservation Commission. We are
no longer sure what that rule will look like, but expect
at least some improvement from the very bad draft
released in 2020.

We share important news, events and actions daily
on our Facebook page. You can help build our
Conservation Voters advocacy network by sharing
these posts with friends and family and asking
them to “Like” us too.

At the federal level, the Senate is trying to decide
if they should use the Congressional Review Act to
repeal the Trump administration’s rule limiting
the Environmental Protection Agency’s ability to
regulate methane.

Find us at
www.facebook.com/ConservationVotersNM

A very exciting prospective action is the global 30x30
initiative to protect 30% of the world’s land and water
by 2030. The 30x30 initiative is part of President
Biden’s climate and recovery plans, and a multitude of
states have already announced the start of their own
initiatives. The goal is a multi-pronged approach to
protect existing public lands, water and wildlife habitat
while exploring opportunities for restoration and
protection of private lands. We have been working in
partnership with a statewide conservation coalition to
develop a uniquely New Mexican 30x30 campaign that
is informed and supported by our diverse and resilient
communities.

@ProtectNM
Text updates
Are you interested in taking quick actions
right at the time they are needed? There’s
no easier way to do this than signing up for
our Text Action network.

To receive text updates about our Western New
Mexico organizing program working alongside
communities impacted by legacy uranium waste, text
864-237 with the message “OurWaterOurVoice”.
New Mexico truly is the Land of Enchantment, but
to protect it and preserve it, we all need to work
together. So sign up and stay in touch!

We will keep you informed of opportunities for you
to engage on these issues and initiatives as we continue
to make progress. Thanks for your critical partnership
and support.
Thank you for being a Conservation Voter.

SPRING 2021
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Public Lands Legislative Victories
L

and and water advocates had a successful start to
2021 with hard-fought victories during the long
legislative session. Significant policy wins include
creating a public environmental database to aid in
mitigating environmental impacts (HB 51); ending
the Gila River diversion and allocating $80 million
toward local water conservation projects (HB 200);
and restricting animal traps, snares, and poisons on
public lands (SB 32).

Thanks to our legislators, we were able to succeed
in increasing budgets for New Mexico’s chronically
underfunded environment and natural resources
agencies and programs, including increasing
allocations to the Outdoor Equity Fund to $872,600
and funding a new trails program at $500,000, which
will be used as a critical local match for funds from
the federal Land and Water Conservation Fund. These
programs will contribute to building a thriving and
equitable outdoor recreation economy in New Mexico.
Our elected leaders should welcome these kinds
of opportunities for investment in our communities.
It’s exactly what most New Mexicans say they want: a
whopping 90% of New Mexicans in a recent Colorado
College poll said that even with our state’s budget
problems, we should find money to protect our lands,
waters, and wildlife.

Our federal delegation understands that the
protection and restoration of nature is in the interest
of all New Mexicans; Secretary Haaland has been at
the forefront of national 30x30 advocacy efforts to
protect 30% of our lands and waters by 2030 with
Senators Heinrich and Lujan, and recently-elected
Representative Leger Fernandez has emerged
as a vocal supporter of the framework and the
opportunities it presents for protecting New Mexico’s
natural and cultural heritage.

Photos: Top left, Teresa Leger Fernandez with stakeholders touring a pote
Wildlife Refuge; Bottom left, Candelaria Wildlife Preserve; Top right, Pecos
toward Abiquiu Reservoir from Ghost Ranch.
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s Highlight Statewide 30x30 Efforts
Greg Peters, Public Lands & Wildlife Advocate

One of CVNM’s goals this year is to continue our coalition
work in developing actionable policies in the field of public
lands conservation that serve both to protect public lands
and to promote the voices and leadership of historically
underrepresented groups in the field of public lands policy.
Defining exactly what success means across the state will
be challenging.
The term “protect” will need to be further developed and
will be one of our key discussion points as the campaign
continues to evolve. We view this not as an obstacle to
achieving these goals, but rather an opportunity to allow New
Mexicans to design a locally driven campaign to protect our
resources, from the ground up. We will need to think beyond
conservation of new lands, by including the restoration and
stewardship of existing lands and waters, including private
lands and waters along with public, and setting targets,
defining goals, and adjusting capacity for state agencies.
Achieving the 30x30 goals will require broad support
from sovereign tribes, traditional land users, sportsmen
and women, outdoor recreationists, and private
landowners. It also requires coordination among local,
state and federal governments.
CVNM understands the need to center environmental
justice and equity in transformational statewide policies.
In order to ensure that these concepts are at the core of our
coalition work, authentic and meaningful engagement will
be critical. We aim to achieve these goals over the next few
months, in part through a coordinated, statewide summit
and listening session slated for early summer to share
information about what the 30x30 vision and processes
will look like for New Mexico, while elevating the voices and
leadership of historically underrepresented groups to shape
and guide the process.
To stay up to date on the ongoing development of the 30x30
campaign, please follow us on social media, or reach out to us
by contacting Greg Peters at Greg@cvnm.org.

ential new outdoor area; Center left, Playa pond at Valle de Oro National Urban
s River; Bottom right, tracks in the snow on West Mesa; Bottom spread, Looking
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New Mexico’s Rules on

METHANE EMISSIONS
Advance
Michael Jensen, Communications Director

On March 25th, the Oil Conservation Commission (OCC) voted to approve their final
proposed rule regulating methane waste from oil and gas operations. We were able to deliver
more than 1,000 comments to the Commissioners from our members and, in the end, the
OCC adopted much of what we had been advocating.
Air pollution from oil and gas development disproportionately impacts children, seniors,
Indigenous communities, and people living in rural communities. Studies conducted by Harvard
University show that long-term exposure to oil and gas well emissions is likely linked to the
devastating effects of Covid-19 on the Navajo Nation and in rural counties more generally.
The OCC’s decision on venting and flaring methane during
operations is a good rule. It is a step toward the nationleading rule that Governor Lujan Grisham called for.
However, without a strong rule on leak detection and
repair (LDAR) from the New Mexico Environment
Department (NMED), New Mexico will not be in the
forefront of combating the climate crisis. NMED’s
initial draft air pollution rule, released in July 2020,
included two loopholes that would leave the vast
majority of New Mexico’s oil and gas wells
exempt from oversight. Unless the
NMED fixes these loopholes, its
rule would fail to address 6070 percent of the oil and gas
industry’s emissions.
Thank you again to all our
members for your support.
We’ve reprinted, on the
facing page, the comments
delivered to the OCC by our
Board President, Theresa
Pasqual.
WWW.CVNM.ORG
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Statement of Theresa Pasqual
Oil Conservation Commission Hearing on Proposed Rules on Venting and
Flaring of Natural Gas at Oil and Gas Production Facilities: Part 19.15.27 NMAC
January 14, 2021
communities and the health of all New Mexicans
who have a right to clean air. Methane gas pollution
continues to be the primary source of greenhouse gas
emissions in the State. This needs to change.

Good afternoon members of the commission, and
Madam Hearing Officer. My name is Theresa Pasqual. I
live in and am a member of the Pueblo of Acoma. I am
also President of the Conservation Voters New Mexico
Board. At CVNM, we value responsible stewardship
of our water, land and natural resources. We believe
that ecological health and social equity among New
Mexico’s diverse and culturally rich communities
protects our cherished quality of life. I want to thank
the Oil Conservation Commission for the opportunity
to provide comment at today’s hearing.

As a farmer, I know the impacts of climate change
well. Growing up in the village of Acoma, I have been
able to witness the changes in seasonal temperatures,
the growing drought, the changes to insects and
wildlife habitat. Anyone who has farmed or tended a
garden knows it’s getting harder to do and the yields
are becoming more unpredictable. Methane is a
powerful greenhouse gas that contributes to 25% of
the climate change we’re already experiencing today.
If I’m at risk, it means New Mexico’s farmers, their
economic livelihoods are at risk, they too bear the
burden of unchecked methane emissions, but you have
the ability to change that.

My Pueblo sits roughly 70 miles west of the city of
Albuquerque. Over 5,000 tribal members call Acoma
home. I am the daughter of a miner and a sheepherder,
an archaeologist by training. My experience has taught
me to read the health of the land as well as to know
the history of it. To the northwest of my village, lies
the sacred ancestral migration place of Chaco, or as we
call it W’aasrba shak’a. The site is situated in an area
referred to as the San Juan Basin. It is rich in cultural
resources and remains a place central to pueblo beliefs
and integral to maintaining our cultural practices.
This landscape is also a place that has come under
immense pressure from past and current extractive
industries. In my routine drive to Chaco on a monthly
basis, I can pass numerous industries from uranium
to coal, to oil and gas, in a one hour drive. In that same
drive, I would pass children playing as they waited in
the early dawn for school buses, sheepherders tending
to sheep and goats, farmers working in fields, families
moving on the land as they went about their day. The
impacts from oil and gas methane pollution continue
to burden communities who are the most vulnerable.
Tribal communities are fragile, with segments of
their populations, elders and the very young, most
susceptible to health impacts from methane emissions.

The final methane waste rule must include the
following:

1.		 Ban routine venting and flaring and only allow such
activities when necessary for health and safety.
2.		Require oil and gas companies to capture 98% of
methane emissions.
3.		Strengthen state reporting and public notice
requirements to improve transparency and 		
ensure accountability of oil and gas operations.

In closing, New Mexico has a methane waste and
pollution problem – it costs our schools millions in
revenue, much of which we could use now, but it also
ruins our air and harms our climate, the very things
that make New Mexico special, even sacred. Unlike
other top-producing oil and gas states, New Mexico
has no requirements prohibiting methane waste and
associated pollution from escaping. The commission
has the ability to change that, to make the rules
stronger so that Pueblo communities like mine and
our ancestral lands continue to healthy and vibrant for
future generations, this is our collective responsibility.

70% of oil and gas methane pollution in New Mexico
occurs through leaks. It is critical that the New Mexico
environment department adopt a rule that holds
companies accountable and cut these emissions across
the board. The New Mexico Environment Department’s
draft rule fails to protect the health of our indigenous
SPRING 2021
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TURNING CHALLENGES
INTO SUCCESS IN THE
LEGISLATURE

Ben Shelton,
Political & Policy Director

It was difficult to feel optimistic going into the 2021
legislative session. At CVNM, the work of setting a
legislative agenda begins in the Summer before the
session, with bills really coming together in the Fall.
The Summer and Fall of 2020 were not times full of
optimism. The state budget looked to be in complete
shambles, as New Mexico’s reliance on oil and gas
revenue was exposed by low prices, and the state
was hunkered down trying to survive the COVID
crisis. Every day we saw new depths of incompetence
from the Trump administration. There was no good
indication that the 2021 legislative session was going
to look anything like sessions past, and no clarity
around how we would be doing our jobs as advocates.
With this level of uncertainty, deciding what to try to
get done in the 2021 session was a challenge.

While there was nothing in the session on the scale
of the Energy Transition Act of 2019, we felt that
cumulatively there were enough good bills there
to count the session successful if we could get a fair
number of them across the finish line.

The agenda was anchored by issues like the
Community Solar Act (SB 84), a bill changing the way
NM Unit Fund dollars are spent (HB 200), bills driving
the state toward a just transition away from oil and
gas (HB 9, and eventually SB 112), and others. You can
see the full results of the slate of bills we supported
by checking the legislative outcomes on our website
at https://cvnm.org.
In addition to the uncertainty of a virtual session,
there were questions about how the new legislative
members elected in 2020 and 2018 would change
the dynamics of both chambers. The Senate in

In the end, we settled on a legislative agenda built
around pushing a diverse array of smaller bills.
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particular looked likely to have new dynamics. On the
Democratic side, a new cohort came in led by women
including Katy Duhigg, Siah Correa Hemphill, Carrie
Hamblen, and Brenda McKenna. The GOP changed
as well, electing new floor leadership in the form of
Minority Floor Leader Greg Baca, and Minority Whip
Craig Brandt. We saw the new Democratic members
make an impact immediately, as bills that have
historically stalled in the Senate finally were able
to pass. These new members have also moved the
needle in changing the Senate culture, immediately
calling out inappropriate conduct on the floor by Sen.
Daniel Ivey-Soto (D) during his unprecedented tirade
directed against President Pro Tem Mimi Stewart.

Going into the final Monday of the legislative
session, we had a remarkable 10 bills either on their
final floor vote or very close to it. In the end, the
final week of the session was a whirlwind of floor
votes in both chambers. By the close of the session,
an amazing total of 11 of our supported bills made it
to the Governor’s desk and all of them were signed!
Community Solar is now a reality in the state, the
Gila diversion project is gone, and New Mexico is
no longer restricted by federal regulations in the
stringency of environmental protections it can
establish. We’ll immediately pivot to establishing
legislative goals to carry us through the next
election and into the 2023 long session!

INTRODUCING:

CLIMATE & ENERGY
ADVOCATE

SAMANTHA KAO
Why do you think the work CVNM does is important?
The most critical aspect of environmental
conservation comes down to policy. At CVNM, so much
of our work is centered around pushing forward good
policy and blocking the bad. But, we have the additional
layer of focusing our policy work on inclusion and equity
so the policies we support engage the most vulnerable
communities.

corporations from engaging in harmful business
practices that pollute our planet. We just need to create
the policy to hold these corporations responsible.

What are you most looking forward to in your work?
I am most looking forward to working with our
legislators to ensure that New Mexico continues to be
a pioneer in climate and energy. I think it is incredibly
powerful for New Mexico to set these examples for other
states because we are, in fact, one of the most fiscally
challenged states in the country. This says to the rest of
the nation that if New Mexico can get it done, there is no
excuse for states with more resources.

What do you love most about New Mexico?
I love the ample sunshine, friendly people, the food.
I truly think New Mexico is a hidden gem!

What do you like to do in your free time?
I spend my free time playing with my dogs, eating
out at my favorite restaurants, and when I have the
time, traveling the world.

What environmental issue are you most passionate
about? Why?
I am most passionate about climate change mitigation.
Our government has all the tools needed to stop
SPRING 2021

What book are you reading right now that you
would recommend to others?
Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson.
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Enclosed is my contribution to

CVNM Education Fund

SUPPORT

I will fight for New Mexico in the long haul with a monthly investment:
$50
$35
$20
$10
Other $
I am sending my most generous one-time membership gift today for:
$1,000
$500
$250
$100
$50
$35
Other $
Enclosed is my check made payable to “CVNM” or “CVNMEF.”
Please charge my gift to my:

Visa

MasterCard

AmEx

Discover

Name:

CVNM
AND

CVNM
EDUCATION
FUND
TODAY!
Please mail your
contribution to:

Card Number:
Exp. Date:

121 Sandoval Street
Suite 200
Santa Fe, NM 87501

Signature:

Home/Mobile Phone:

Work/Mobile Phone:

I have provided for CVNM and/or CVNMEF in my estate plans.

or give online at
CVNM.link/give or
CVNMEF.org/give.

I would like more information about planned giving.
Contributions to CVNM may support political action on behalf of the environment and therefore are not tax deductible.
Contributions to Conservation Voters New Mexico Education Fund, an organization described
in Internal Revenue Code Section 501(c)(3), are tax-deductible to the full extent of the law.
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Questions? Please contact Liz Lee12
at Liz@cvnm.org or 505-920-0786.
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